[image: image1.png]—t




You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

I  am a child of revolution — alas, not of the flower power variety, but of turban power. I grew up with absolutes: Love the king, down with the king, love the Imam. Walking to school in 1980s Tehran amid slogans sprayed on walls and billboards, I remember this early belief, or rather, a child’s sense of what would eventually become a belief: We all want to prove we exist.

Much is driven by this desire. Nations are built, wars are fought, gangs are formed, political parties are born. Personal actions, too — smaller and more delicate — follow suit: mortgages are signed, marriage contracts sealed, birth certificates filled in, death certificates handed out. Comfort comes through the signature on the dotted line. Some even take their earthly paraphernalia — a grandfather’s watch, a favorite hat, a love poem — to their graves, foolish but affecting codas to soon-to-be forgotten lives.

Of course permanence is an illusion. Borders shift, fortunes fall, colors fade, lovers drift, spouses hang by the thread of that dotted line. What once seemed vital gets forgotten.

As a teen I carried “Nausea” by Sartre everywhere I went, until I actually began to feel nauseated and returned it to the library, unfinished. Existential nihilism, I decided, was not for me. What I came to believe, as the years progressed, was that the desire to affirm one’s existence is not in itself foolish; the desire to do so through permanence is. I find beauty in life’s ephemera, though like most people I am afraid of loss and endings.

Still, despite the only certitude I have—the knowledge that I will die—I find pleasure and love, if not meaning. Often, this happens when an experience evokes an unbroken joy—a ray of light beaming into a warm room on a winter morning, the uninterrupted presence of someone I love next to me and things, less concrete—a memory, a song, a word.

In his “Myth of Sisyphus” Albert Camus likens our absurd existence to the fate of the Greek mythological figure, whose task was to push a rock up a mountain, watch it roll down, only to begin again, fully aware of the futility of his condition. Camus concludes that “the struggle itself toward summits is enough to fill a man’s heart. One must imagine Sisyphus happy.”

Like Sisyphus, I get up every morning, grab a cup of coffee, and sit at my desk. I stare at the lines from the poem “Tobacco Shop” by Fernando Pessoa, pasted on my wall. Pessoa writes:

But the Tobacco Shop owner has come to the door and stands there.

I look at him, straining my half-turned neck,
Straining my half-blind soul.

He’ll die and so will I.

He’ll leave his signboard, I’ll leave poems.

A little later the street will die where his signboard hung,
And so will the language my poems were written in.

I begin writing and I think, “Yes, dear Fernando, but so what? My lines exist for now, not even, mind you, in my original language, which has not yet vanished, but no doubt will in my bloodline.” And if I were not overly concerned with the hazards of smoking, I would light up a cigarette.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
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