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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
To listen to NPR’s “I Believe” series one wonders if there are any open quote bad people close quotes.

All the expounded beliefs are lofty, ethical, and altruistic. No racist beliefs, no antihomosexual beliefs, no antipoor antilazy beliefs, no antirich antiselfserving antiopportunistic beliefs. Nowhere to be found also were the anti-Semitic and antipalestinian beliefs. No antimuslim anticrusade beliefs.

The clear blue skies are not stained with antiglobalization beliefs, or antiprovincialism beliefs.

So who are we to believe, all these saints on the radio, reading their cheesy essays or the crusaders making more enemies than they can kill, and kill they are trying? Or should we believe our politicians empty beliefs and promises?

We, unfortunately, live in a world and at a time where everybody has a belief and most everybody tries to shove it down just about anybody’s throat any opportunity they have.

Nothing wrong with beliefs, as long as they are kept to oneself and not acted on. Too many people have been maimed, killed, hurt, in the name of the meanest and loftiest of beliefs.

All revolutions started under the auspices of good beliefs, draped in the flags of even better beliefs, ending up unfortunately shrouding hundreds if not thousands with biers of even greater beliefs.

People tend to live longer and happier without any beliefs lobbed at them. They feel safer without the worry of falling into somebody else’s belief trap. And seem to breathe easier without belief nooses tied around their necks.

The race to believing and the dearth of worthwhile beliefs have led to the mass marketing of beliefs. The belief du jour if you will. Today it is fancy to believe that we are ruining the environment and that we are causing global warming, just as it was fancy in the seventies to believe that we were at the edge of the precipice of a looming ice age.

It is obvious that ‘organic’ and ‘natural’ beliefs are gaining ground and shelf space in our grocery stores. At our most organic and natural however our life expectancy was around 30 years and women died during childbirth at a rate that would have made the 9-11 terrorists blush with envy and shame. Talking about 9-11, amazing what beliefs can get you to do!

We always find reasons to believe and even more reasons not to believe the belief of the door to door peddler of beliefs. Our beliefs against theirs. Throw in the mix some geographic borders, hoist a flag and voila, you have a country! Now you are ready to export your beliefs in the belief that your barbaric neighbor, and they always are, can only benefit from dumping their beliefs and wholeheartedly, even with the help of guns, embracing yours.

Believers come hand in hand with non believers….and the race to conversion begins and never ends.

Next time you feel a belief creeping up in your mind, no matter how innocuous or earth shattering, quarantine it, destroy it, forget it, erase it and the world will be thankful to you.
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