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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

In the late 1930s, Hitler’s anti-Semitism had spread to France. I was nine years old. On the notebooks I brought home from school, scribbled in children’s handwriting, were the words “DEATH TO JEWS” and “HANG THEM ALL.” My name then was Frankenstein, something other children could make fun of, but also something which labeled me as a Jew. So I ran from the horde of misguided children to avoid a black eye or a bloody nose and took refuge in the isolation of my room.

Then the war came and the beginning of the Holocaust. Fifteen percent of the French people actively collaborated with the Germans, joining the militia and participating in raids to round up Jews for deportation to concentration camps, even taking children when the Nazis hadn’t asked them to do so, and denouncing Jews who were in hiding. My wife Monique’s parents were among those who were denounced and were deported. They died in Auschwitz.

I have no feelings for those 15 percent who collaborated. They are like dead to me. But 80 percent of the French people did nothing. They just stood by while their friends and neighbors were carted off to their deaths in the ovens of the devil. They are the ones I hold accountable.

And I can’t help wondering what would have happened if people had spoken up? The Danes spoke up. When the Nazis came out with an order that all Jews would have to wear the yellow star, the King and the Queen came out wearing the yellow star and many Danes followed suit. Then they took the Jews at night in their fishing boats and ferried them across to Sweden where they were safe and survived the war. So only a few thousand Danish Jews died in the Holocaust. Fifty percent of the German people were Catholics. What if the Pope had come out with an encyclical that Catholics shall not participate in the Nazi atrocities under penalty of excommunication? How different things might have turned out.

And where are we today when so many things are happening in the world, in our country, in our cities, and in our neighborhoods? And what are we doing about it? I give Holocaust lectures at the middle school and at this point students point to Rwanda or Nigeria. “No,” I say. “Here! Right here!” And I tell them this story:

I was sitting in my car at a red light. In back of me was a huge truck and I saw the truck driver throw a lit cigarette out of the cab. I could think it terrible and do nothing but I got out of my car, picked up the lit cigarette and threw it back into the truck and said, “You lost something.” The truck driver was a big man and he could have flattened me, but I had to do it.

I believe in speaking up against wrongs no matter how small. We can all do that.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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