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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:  
Since believing in things like religion is so not cool and junk, I’ll say that I believe that every teenager, mainly girls, should follow pop-culture and stereotypes closer than the gap between their spines and brain stems. What kind of world would this be without micro miniskirts, acrylic nails, silicone breast implants, or clear plastic pumps? I couldn’t imagine life without my jock-type boyfriend or cheerleader girlfriends! Life is about the simple things–like how to starve myself so boys will like me, how to binge and purge without getting anything in my hair, what shade of blonde I should dye my hair this week, or how to find the right shade of baby blue contacts.

I believe in, above all things, my bible: Teen Cosmopolitan magazine. Us girls would be nothing without monthly sex tips, how to make a facial out of Crisco, how to apply fake beauty marks (or conceal the ones we already have), or how to straighten our hair like Brittany Spears. I know I, personally, was inspired by the May article about how to steal my best friend’s boyfriend. I have been taught that it’s not rape if he wants it. Teen Cosmo also gives me great ideas for how to dress–like for Halloween I could purchase a cute corset, garters, and knee-high fishnets from Fredrick’s of Hollywood, pop on some bunny ears, and good ol’ Hugh wouldn’t be able to tell me apart from the women (whom I idolize) at his mansion! Imagine the possibilities–

Lindsay Lohan, Hillary Duff, Ashlee Simpson, and fellow tweeny-boppers are my goddesses. I admire Jessica Simpson’s intelligence, and Brittany Spears’ sense of style. I remember one day in a study hall some emo chick was listening to a Bree Sharp CD, and the song said, “I sold my privacy so that I would always be pretty” (you know, typical girl-angst bull), and I can proudly say that we showed her! Celebrities around the world would beg to be sold and solicited like vacuums–just the way it should be.

My hymns are preached by legends like Snoop Dog and Madonna. Snoop has taught us all a thing or two about how even size two girls, as overweight as they are can be beautiful, too. I also feel a sense of empowerment when the female race is referred to as “b*tches” or “hoes”. And as for Madonna, well, “Oh, I am living in a material world and I am a material girl”. Need I say more?

As a young, impressionable teen girl, I have learned how to let my men and the media think for me. I know now that I am not a person, but an object only for serving and sexual conquests of the men in my life. I swear to do whatever my boyfriend or husband tells me to do, and make sure he is free in this relationship to commit adultery or abuse me whenever I put too much cilantro in the stew. I stand here today, mop and bucket in hand to say, “I am a strong, independent woman, and I believe in feminism (but not if that means I’m one of those gross, tree-hugger, lesbians).”
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