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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe that we only have each other. As an atheist, by definition I believe that there is no god. This can be a scary concept, because at times, it seems like there’s no one to watch out for us. This is where my belief comes in. I was probably about sixteen years old when I realized that I don’t believe in any sort of divine power. At that point, a lot of things changed. I started to analyze the way I thought and evaluate all of the things that I believed in. Suddenly I had complete freedom over what I deemed right and wrong. If there was no one to judge me, then I did not have to live a life of compassion and care. It seemed that living a selfish life would be both easy and rewarding because there would be no dire consequences for my self-centered actions.

It turned out that I was wrong on both accounts: being completely egocentric was neither simple nor satisfying. Although I had believed that keeping my mind focused solely on my own well-being would garner greater rewards, something always pushed me towards caring about other people. When others asked me favors, my first instinct was to oblige them. I found myself drawn towards volunteering to help people that I didn’t have any direct connection with. I developed an authentic interest in looking at the problems of our world and wanting to be a part of the solution. I realized that my intrinsic nature led me to care about others around me, even though no greater power was forcing me to. 

Once I understood this, I recognized that this fundamental drive to improve humankind’s condition was greater than myself. It is this force that has created so many of the great things that we get to enjoy today. Our world could not have been built to where it is now if our most deep-seated desire was to only help ourselves and carelessly leave others to fend for themselves. I know now that human beings have accomplished so many incredible things because we are able to rely on each other to show compassion and push towards a common good. We do this not because any higher power demands it; rather, we do it because it is at the core of what makes us human.

I often still find myself debating in my mind between the path of the egocentric or the altruistic, but this innermost belief that we all must care about one another always pushes me towards compassion. It is this principle that I hope will guide me through the rest of my life. I believe that as humans, our fate is up to us. Each one of us has the power to work towards improving our world through solicitous actions or destroying it with self-serving goals. I believe that there is no god watching over humanity to ensure that all goes well. The only one looking out for us is each other, and I like to believe that we’re in good hands.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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