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A narrative essay tells a true story. And like all other stories a narrative essay includes the following important elements: Setting, Plot, Conflict, Characters and Theme. The purpose of this prewriting outline is to help you plan what you will write about.

Think of a problem, event, or decision that was impacted your life in a significant way. You will write a narrative essay in which you tell a story about how you dealt with this problem or how the event or decision impacted you.

To help you get started, complete this prewriting outline. 
	Essay Summary
In a few sentences, briefly describe the narrative situation (story)  that you will be writing about. 

	


	Conflict
Every story, whether fiction or nonfiction, revolves around one or more conflicts.

What is the conflict that you are trying to resolve in this narrative?
External (person vs person, person vs nature, person vs society)

Internal (person vs self)

	


	Setting: (Where and when the action in your story occurs.)

Where will your story take place (there may be more than one place)?

	

	Descriptive details (What are some that you will use to describe what the setting is like?)

	


	Character:

Who, beside yourself, will be important characters in your narrative? How will you characterize them for your reader?

	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.

	5.

	6.


	Plot: 
Just like a fictional story, a narrative essay has a plot. Plan out the plot of your essay below

	          What events will occur in the basic situation/exposition of your narrative?

	

	          What events will occur in the Rising Action of your narrative?

	

	          What events will occur in the climax of your narrative?

	

	         What events will occur in the falling action of your narrative?

	

	          What events will occur in the resolution of your narrative?

	


	Theme:

What will be the theme of your narrative? Remember, a theme is a statement about human life or human nature, it is not a lesson, advice, or a moral.

	


	Title (every essay and/or story should have a title that makes the reader want to read on)
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