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	Required Elements of Opening Statement

	· Acknowledgement of the Court

· Your Name and Role in the Case

· Your Theory of the case

· Witness #1 Testimony/ Evidence
	· Witness #2 Testimony/ Evidence

· Witness #3 Testimony/ Evidence

· Burden of Proof Acknowledgement

· Charge to the Jury


	Characteristics of Effective Delivery

	Physical Delivery

· Eye Contact – most important aspect

· Gestures – stay natural

· Movement – be purposeful

· Posture – relaxed and confident

· Facial Expression – alert and friendly
	Vocal Delivery

· Volume - be heard

· Articulation – speak clearly

· Pronunciation – practice difficult words

· Rate / Pauses – take your time

· Inflection – talk to your audience 


Rehearsal Tips:

· Rehearse your speech standing up

· Present your speech to someone else, so you can practice establishing eye contact.

· Practice good delivery skills while rehearsing.

· Time your speech Maximum 5 minutes
Present your speech to at least four times and have the audience complete a Practice Record. 
	Practice Record #1

	Audience:                                                                                               Time:

	Specific Strength:



	Way to Improve:




	Practice Record #2

	Audience:                                                                                               Time:

	Specific Strength:



	Way to Improve:




	Practice Record #3

	Audience:                                                                                               Time:

	Specific Strength:



	Way to Improve:




	Practice Record #4

	Audience:                                                                                               Time:

	Specific Strength:



	Way to Improve:




	Bonus Practice Record

	Audience:                                                                                               Time:

	Specific Strength:



	Way to Improve:




	Bonus Practice Record

	Audience:                                                                                               Time:

	Specific Strength:



	Way to Improve:
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Name:








