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	What Cross Examination Questions Should and Shouldn’t Do
· Questions should be leading (can be answer or no)

· Questions should be non-narrative (ex. Tell us everything you did that day) 

· Attack the credibility of the witness (ex. Present the witness as biased or unreliable)

· Ask the questions in chronological order 
· Questions should be based on sensory observations (Saw, Heard, Touched, Smelled, Tasted , Did)
· Questions should seek to answer: Who, What, When, Where, How, and Possibly Why
· One question for each piece of information (don’t ask multi-part questions, just ask another question)
· Questions must not ask a witness for their opinion (exception if witness can be classified as an expert)

· Establish a time frame or duration in a contextual way
· NEVER ASK A QUESTION YOU DO NOT KNOW THE ANSWER TO!



EXAMPLES
	You weren’t home that day were you?
	Were you in an accident?
	You said the person had black hair correct?

	
	You were in pain after the accident weren’t you?
	Was she taller than me?

	George was there wasn’t he?
	You felt angry didn’t you?
	You said it took 15 minutes, correct?

	That is what happened isn’t?
	Your arm was broken wasn’t it?
	You couldn’t see the truck, correct?

	
	This made your life more difficult didn’t it?
	The first thing you did was run out the door?


Witness #1:
What do you know about the witness? (background)

How has their testimony strengthened your opponent’s case?

Are there anyways in which this witness’s testimony differs from what others have stated?

How can you impeach this witness? (Make them look less credible, appear to be lying, changing their story, or cast doubt on their character, these may be bias, memory, prejudice, inconsistencies, prior bad conduct, perception).
Write at least 10 possible cross-examination questions for witness #1.
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Witness #2:

What do you know about the witness? (background)

How has their testimony strengthened your opponent’s case?

Are there anyways in which this witness’s testimony differs from what others have stated?

How can you impeach this witness? (Make them look less credible, appear to be lying, changing their story, or cast doubt on their character, these may be bias, memory, prejudice, inconsistencies, prior bad conduct, perception).
Write at least 10 possible cross-examination questions for witness #2.
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Witness #3:

What do you know about the witness? (background)

How has their testimony strengthened your opponent’s case?

Are there anyways in which this witness’s testimony differs from what others have stated?

How can you impeach this witness? (Make them look less credible, appear to be lying, changing their story, or cast doubt on their character, these may be bias, memory, prejudice, inconsistencies, prior bad conduct, perception).
Write at least 10 possible cross-examination questions for witness #3
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