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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:
 I believe the power of one individual can truly make a difference in the lives of many. I’ve spent almost a decade in public service, including five years as an elected public official. I must admit that I take some pride in the fact that I have successfully avoided becoming seen as one of those pompous politicos who populate the corridors of power in our state and national capitals, or at least I hope I have.

But no matter how hard I try to convince myself that I’m just a humble public servant, I am continually reminded by the people I meet that some of our best public servants have never been elected to public office or hold the prestigious title. I recently met such a model citizen in Alfa Lopez.

Alfa’s story is one in a very long line of immigrant stories that stretch back for hundreds of years–each one sharing much in common with the others, but each one also unique and uniquely American. Alfa Lopez is a 37-year-old on-air personality on the Lehigh Valley’s Spanish-language radio stations. She was born in the Dominican Republic, and she came to the United States at the age of eighteen. Alfa’s morning show is unlike so many others on our airwaves today. She views her show as an opportunity to give her listeners not just sources of information, but also a source of inspiration.

When I look at the life of Alfa Lopez and see how she has chosen to make the most of her radio career, I see the real thing. Her service is not driven by ratings, but because her listeners know that she is genuine, she gets the ratings.

Alfa understands and respects the power of her medium. She realizes that her influence is growing as she becomes known as the voice of the Hispanic community. Despite the evidence to the contrary, she doesn’t think of herself as a popular figure holding a powerful position. In a very real sense, Alfa Lopez is a true public servant, much more than she is a media personality. In her work, she reflects the very best aspects of what makes a true public servant.

She is selfless, she is focused on helping others, and she is committed to improving her community. As I continue to serve the public, Alfa Lopez will be one of those people will look to as a role model. The time I spent with her in her cramped office in Allentown, Pennsylvania will always be reminder to me of how I should serve.

It’s not about the power, the perks, or the prestige. It’s about the ability to make a real difference to all those that I have the honor to serve–especially those who have no advocate or voice of their own. I believe the power of one individual truly can make a difference in the lives of men.

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.


	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	


	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…
	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
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