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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.
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My whole life I have lived in a hurry; hoping time would pass quickly, wanting to be older, wanting to be the best, wanting a future where I was the best. But the world wasn’t fast enough for me, and I needed it to be. My childhood is a blur and the details in my memories have almost all vanished. I am my own magician leading my history into a nonexistence. When I was in middle school I couldn’t wait for high school. Now, my high school years are coming to an end, yet I cannot remember any memorable moments or even a good laugh with one of my friends. Did they not even happen? My whole life, I have lived for a future I’ve been wanting for so long. As I stop to reflect on the whole high school experience with a different lens, I realize that I was a mere bystander in this thing called life.

While the phrase “live in the moment” is cliché, I wish I lived by it. I wish I can remember the stories my mother tells me; the stories of when I drew a map of Dragon land and convinced my sister that we could go there like Emmy and Max, or when I built a snowman with my father only for my brother to knock it down, or the day I painted a mural on the walls of the garage. But all I have is a faint recollection of these stories, most likely created by my own imagination from the stories I’ve heard for so long. To me, my childhood isn’t a story but a tall tale.

I desired and continue to desire to grow up, go to college, and get a good job. But I’ve realized that because of this goal, I had forgotten all that life had to offer. I’d forgotten that not a day would come back that had passed. I’d forgotten that people grow old. And most importantly, I’d forgotten that life has an expiration date. Time is a limited resource that is not necessarily guaranteed to us. For this, I regret the way I’ve lived my life.

Looking ahead, always looking ahead. Get the extra credit to be in the top percentages of my class. Annotate, study, and work a little harder; a little longer will push me to the top. Saturday mornings spent on remedial ACT classes and long nights studying while most likely helped my grades, denied me the opportunities to spend quality time with my family and good times with my friends. In business, it would be called an opportunity cost. But in life, it’s not really living the moment.

But high school isn’t over yet and I embrace the rest of it with a new perspective on life and living. I no longer have an empty feeling when I talk about my past. Instead, I invite the stories my mother tells me because I know that I was a part of these stories, whether I remember them or not. While my memories of my past are still few, I have made a resolution to make new memories, ones that I will hopefully remember for many years to come and ones that I will be able to tell my own version of. I believe that life should be admired, appreciated, and cherished.

I believe that life, like water, should be valued. In the Midwest region of the US, water is an abundant resource. Yet, like time, water is not renewable. It’s not until we experience droughts or hear stories of water scarcity that we try to be a little more conservative in our usage. And it’s not until we hear of someone’s death or an illness or even an unfortunate incident that we stop and reflect on our own lives. This reflection refocuses our lives, to be more brave to stand up for what we want, to be more free to make choices that we know are important to us, to be more responsible for living the life we have because I believe that life should be enjoyed and savored, till the very last drop.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
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