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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

In a superficial society, our society, the curvaceous women are ugly. The size zero women, however, are beautiful. The girls with pale, unburned skin are unacceptable, but the girl with potential skin cancer gains attention. Our society has such a shallow perception of beauty, so much so that girls will starve themselves to be called pretty, get plastic surgery, fry their bodies in a tanning bed, and anything else that deems them socially acceptable. In my utopia -in my perfect world- everybody is beautiful; not necessarily externally, but internally, every person is incredible.

A beautiful woman of Hollywood, Salma Hayek once said, “People often say that ‘beauty is in the eye of the beholder,’ and I say that the most liberating thing about beauty is realizing that you are the beholder. This empowers us to find beauty in places where others have not dared to look, including inside ourselves.”

Simply said, the most beautiful people are the ones who seldom realize that they are gold. I think of the tall violet weeds that grow in bunches in my back yard during summertime. When I was younger, I would pick them and put them in water for my mother, because I thought they were beautiful flowers. My mother threw them out and said that they were only weeds, nothing special; even though, I disagreed.

For fifteen years I looked into a mirror and cringed at myself. I hated my frizzy, untamed hair, I loathed my curvy, full figure, and fought with a mascara brush every morning to try and hide the fact that I didn’t think I was pretty. But still, I found beauty in a weed, and I was oblivious to it in myself.

Once, a friend told me that I was one of the most beautiful people she had ever met, and stared at her with a confused, discerning gaze. “You don’t let anything get in your way, and you don’t let the things people say phase you,” she said; “That’s why you are beautiful.” I realized that I was actually a beautiful person. I am unconventionally beautiful.

I am not a blonde bombshell, I am certainly not a size zero, two, or six, I am an emotional shipwreck, and I have the attention span of a fly. But, there is nothing wrong with that. I keep thinking about other flaws I could point out about myself. But really, what is wrong with me? Nothing is wrong with me. I am not perfect by any means, but where am I getting trying to figure out all of the negative things about myself instead of embracing the positive.

I know I am plagued with imperfections. But I am also blessed with an inner-shine. I have a glow, and so does everybody else. As long as you let it shine, nobody can put it out. We are all beautiful people, with beautiful souls, with beautiful minds, with beautiful hearts, and with beautiful flaws.

Every person, no matter ethnicity, gender, sexual preference, shape, or size, is extraordinary in some unique way. No person is the same as another, that is what makes everyone so beautiful. Everyone has something that sets them apart. What makes a person different makes them beautiful. They have to be able to see that they are who they are, and they must embrace it.

Embracing who you are- that is inner strength, that is the most incredible beauty.

This is what I believe.
	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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