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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe in taking the bus. I remember being nineteen, naive and sheltered, the only skinny white girl waiting at the bus stop on Ponce in midtown Atlanta after dark. If my parents had seen me, they would have snatched me up and taken me right back to the small town where I was born. But they didn’t see me, and so I rode the bus. I rode the bus for a year, down to work and back five days a week.

I was taken by surprise the first time a stranger spoke to me there. She was middle-aged, comfortably dressed. “How nice it must be for you,” she said, “to work with animals all day. I love animals. In fact, they’re the only real friends I have. It’s wonderful to talk with them, but it’s even better when they start to talk back to you.” After that, I met a Vietnam veteran who rode the buses out of boredom or necessity, living out of a knapsack. He liked to strike up political debates with random passengers to pass the trip time. I listened to a woman on her cell phone try to reason out a way to leave her husband. She didn’t have any income, any skills… There was a young man going to visit his grandmother in the hospital. She’d been put on a respirator, and his engine block was cracked. There was an older man complaining that after five DUI’s, he couldn’t get a driver’s license. He told me not to worry, though. Sometimes he still drove anyway.

I don’t know if they realized it, but every person I met on those fifteen minute bus trips gave me a precious gift in sharing their lives with me. I started my first city bus trip anxious and withdrawn. But somewhere along the way, for my buck seventy-five, I got an entire education. I ended up sharing time and space and conversation with people of races, religions, social classes, and creeds I’d never experienced or considered. I can’t imagine another way I’d have met those same people, living in my insulated college dormitory. That North Avenue-Ponce connection gave me a human connection. It opened my eyes to an entire world that existed outside of my sphere of knowledge. The people I met on that bus live in my head now, and they poke their heads out occasionally to remind me of things about the world I should be careful not to forget. So, today, a little less naive and sheltered, much more grateful, a little older, maybe a little wiser, if I start to feel myself losing touch with life, with the people around me who are life, I know exactly what I need, and I buy a bus pass.
	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
Shepard Academy Socratic Seminar
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