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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

Take a minute and ask yourself why. I do this every day and have since the day of my religion class.

For me, it has forged who I am and helps me live life to my full potential. The problem is, the question “why” and questioning in general has been lost in our society. When people are born, they know nothing. They depend on their parents and others around them to provide their foundation of knowledge and what is truth. More often than not, people don’t question anything until they or forced to either through education or experience. This is where they are first exposed to the process of questioning. Just when we should be setting a foundation of beliefs we instead sink into the track of pure accepting. People accept their child-hood beliefs so simply and willingly and leave it there and I was one of those people.

I was raised in the church. My father was the pastor of my home church growing up and is now a bishop of the Lutheran church in Pittsburgh. Growing up Lutheran was all I knew. I grew up learning all of the practices and beliefs of Lutheranism and I was fine with that. I didn’t feel that it was necessary to doubt things that were in my belief system, I even felt offended when people opposed them. But when I got to college and attended my Intro to Religion class, everything changed. The first assignment was to read a book called “On Religion” by John Caputo and the first thing the author did was deny that religion existed. That killed me. I could not believe that a theologian would deny that religion existed and hearing my professor go along with it made it worse. I went up and asked him why that was OK and asked what exactly the author meant in that chapter. Instead of answering, he asked me if I had ever taken the time to actually sit and think of what I believed and if they were really my own beliefs. I replied no and then was told to go and do so.

It was difficult at first but after thinking about it for a while, I realized that there were many things I questioned about myself that didn’t really add up too much. And the more I thought, the more I realized how much of myself I wasn’t.

Since that day, I readjusted and started living how I saw fit to better my own beliefs and noticed I was happier. Not that I ever was sad about life or felt that life wasn’t great but it was better than before. Things made sense and I was confident in everything I did. No longer was I offended by opposing views but saw it as a challenge. I had finally found my own beliefs, my own life, and it was refreshing and it made my life so much more meaningful. Today, when I see people going through life like train tracks, accepting everything, I ask them “why”?

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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