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You can use an adverb clause and combine sentences in order to clarify the relationship between ideas such as these: time, cause-effect, condition, place, or purpose. 

Original: The railroads crossed the Mississippi. The population of the western United States grew


 rapidly.

Combined: After the railroads crossed the Mississippi, the population of the western United 
States grew rapidly.

The following words are common subordinate conjunctions used to introduce adverb clauses:


after

because
so that
where

although
even though


unless
wherever
as

if

until

whether


as soon as
since

when

while
One of these words will signal the beginning of the adverb clause.

Combine each of the following pairs of sentences. Highlight the adverb clause that you created to combine the sentence.

1.
Ants are tiny creatures. They play a useful role in nature.

Combined:
2. 
Ants mix soil and circulate fresh air through it. They can be useful to gardeners.

Combined:
3. 
Ants are considered social insects. They live in well-ordered communities.

Combined:
4. 
Some bees and wasps and all termites live in organized groups. Ants' communities, known as 
colonies, are probably the most highly developed.

Combined:
5. 
A colony of ants might have several thousand members. It often acts as a single organism. 

Combined:
6.
Certain ants within the colony have specific tasks. The colony will survive.

Combined:

7.
There is work to be done in the colony such as getting food, caring for the young, and 
defending the community. The females, known as workers, do it. 

Combined:

8.
The males do not do any work in the colony. They do mate with the young queens. 

Combined:

9.
Males live in the nest only at certain times. They die soon after they mate. 

Combined:
10.
Ant eggs hatch in a few days. The young ants are known as larvae. 

Combined:
11.
Most larvae are unable to move. The queen feeds them with her saliva and with some of her


 eggs. 

Combined:
12.
The larvae become pupae. The larvae complete their growth. 

Combined:
13.
Many types of animals and insects prey on ants. Ants will protect themselves by stinging 
or biting. 

Combined:
14.
Worker ants from different colonies meet. They often fight. 

Combined:
15.
Some ants have shoving matches in which the workers do not hurt each other. Other ants 


have fierce battles in which they rip their enemies apart. 

Combined:
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