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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe in picking up lucky pennies—even the unsavory ones I spot on New York City sidewalks and Subway platforms. I keep my lucky pennies in a jar. I have them from many points in my life, from the many places I have lived and even some from places I have only passed through. While I have no idea where each one came from, I look at that jar and am reminded of where I am, remember where I have been and look forward to finding those pennies that are still waiting just for me.

Luck is a funny thing, isn’t it? I have never won the lottery nor a single contest among the many that I have entered. In the traditional sense of luck as “being in the right place at the right time,” I cannot pinpoint such a moment. Nonetheless I feel lucky. I see luck as a force in my life always leading me toward something. I can’t say that I know what that something is. Picking up lucky pennies reminds me of this. It helps me to see that the “right place” and “right time” are any place and any time, perhaps even every place and every time.

As a grad student I remember working really hard to earn a certain University assistantship. I didn’t get it, but luckily that led to countless other opportunities that opened tremendous doors for me— mostly doors on which I never went knocking. And so, I look at that force as lucky. When I pick up a lucky penny I become more deeply aware of this force in my own life and also think about how I may use that force to help others to feel lucky as well.

In my work as a singer and actor, I meet a lot of strangers in auditions lines. In these situations everyone is always searching for luck. From my perspective, the best luck I can ever give is to be a positive force, for even just a second. Last week someone said to me, “I feel lucky to have met you in line today.” I smiled and replied, “I feel lucky too.” I didn’t get the job, but that doesn’t make me feel any less lucky.

Not all the pennies I pick up are clean and pretty, and neither are all moments in life. Some of them are downright crummy. But we shouldn’t take this lovely word, luck, twist it around, and turn it into a negative force rather than a positive one. When faced with a risky or vulnerable situation, I often hear people say, “With my luck I won’t get anywhere.” This sets us up to operate backward and closes us off to the positive power of luck. In moments when I feel like this I replace “I won’t” with “I will.” This is as simple as saying “With my luck I will be who I am.”

If there is any secret about luck to be revealed here it is that, for me, luck comes from allowing myself to see the world—this means awareness, openness, availability, honesty and the willingness to take chances. Thinking this way leads to being this way and helps me to discover any time as the right place and the right time.

If I were to quantify the lucky pennies in my jar, I would say they are worth about one dollar. That isn’t much of an investment is it? Yet how lucky am I to have found such cheap richness? Maybe I have won the lottery after all, or maybe I just believe in luck.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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