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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe that we are all balloons. Air headed, free, and able to rise over any obstacle we encounter.

To be blunt, balloons are present in every individual’s life. Honestly you would have to live under a rock to not see one. The colorful orbs have been a fascination of mine ever since I was of tender age.

My father worked in New York for most of my childhood, so I rarely was able to see him. Each time he would come home, his hand would grasp the string to my childhood delight. Over the years this adoration began to establish a connection between the “knight and his sword” some would say.

In a weird sense, balloons show the progression of human life. We start out small, shriveled, and lifeless until we come in contact with the “sperm” of the gas world, Helium. Our bodies expand rapidly in the first few years of our life until we reach the point where we can no longer grow.

Imagine a balloon released into the sky, without being tied down of course. It continually travels through the sky, coasting along with the wind currents, taking its own path toward its destiny. As it enters the last legs of its life it becomes deflated, saggy, and resembles its previous form.

And what is for us humans. Isn’t this the exact same thing we do in our own lives? Travel to find our destiny?

We begin life small, and high pitched, just like the squeaks made from the balloon. We grow up looking for ourselves, still attached to the loving parents in order to make sure we know the basics of life. Just like a child releases a balloon, our parents release us out in the open. We diverge from the old friends we have come in contact and created new ones as we progress on through life. Like the balloons’ helium, our motivation and determination to reach our goals that are higher in the sky.

There are influences that you come in contact as you travel through the heavens. Like the Garden of Eden, life will lead you into temptation and it is your choice to what you do.

This is where we diverge from the balloon. We are not easily sucked into the propellers of a plane, or popped from the beaks of birds. We have the given lessons from our childhood to develop a sense of morals that tell us when to say no.

As we grow old, our once robust bodies become frail and weak like the latex of our friend Mr. Balloon. We eventually die, knowing that every life choice we have made has led us to either happiness, sadness, or any type of emotion really. While we may have upward thrust of motivation like the balloon, we can all either come crashing down, or float peacefully to our final resting place.
	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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