[image: image1.png]—t




	CATEGORY 
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets 

Expectations
	Approaches 

Expectations
	Falls Below

Expectations

	MLA Format
	Essay follows MLA format: margins, spacing, stacked heading.
2
	Essay follows MLA format in all but one area.

1
	Essay follows MLA format in all but two areas.

.5
	Essay does not follow MLA format.

0

	Title 
	The title is original. After the reader finishes the essay, the meaning of the title is clear.
3
	The title is original. After reading the essay, the meaning of the title is not clear.
2
	The title is not original.  It is the title of the assignment.

1
	The essay does not have a title.

0

	Introduction 
	The introduction effectively engages the reader and provides a  clear context for the reflection.
10
	All parts of the introduction are present but one or more are not as effective.

8.5
	The introduction is missing one of the elements.

7.5
	The introduction does not engage the audience or provide a context for the reflection.

6.5

	Thesis Statement
	Thesis statement establishes the writer's focus and purpose.  Both elements are effective.
5
	Thesis statement includes both elements, but one or or the other is not as clear.
4
	Thesis statement is missing one of the elements.
3.5
	Thesis statement does not meet the stated requirements.
3

	Topic Sentences 
	Each body paragraph begins with a clear topic sentence that effectively ties the paragraph to the thesis statement. 
5
	Two body paragraphs begin with a topic sentence that ties the paragraph to the thesis. 

4
	One body paragraphs begins with a topic sentence that ties the paragraph to the thesis. 

3.5
	Topic sentences are not present or do not tie the paragraphs to the thesis. 
3

	Body - Support for Topic Sentences
	Explanation, examples, and reflection are substantial and thoroughly develop the topic sentences.

20
	Explanation, examples, and reflection are sufficient; one body paragraph would benefit from more development.

13-12
	Explanation, examples, and reflection are adequate; two body paragraphs would benefit from more development. 

11
	All three body points lack sufficient explanation, examples, and reflection or development is not relevant.

10-9

	Concluding 

Sentences
	Each body paragraph ends with a clear concluding sentence that brings the paragraph to an effective close and provides a transition to the next paragraph.

5
	Two body paragraphs end with concluding sentences that bring the paragraph to a close and provides a transition to the next paragraph.

4
	One body paragraph ends with a concluding sentence that brings the paragraph to a close and provides a transition to the next paragraph.

3.5
	Concluding sentences are not present. The body paragraphs end abruptly.

3

	Conclusion  
	The conclusion is strong and purposeful: restating the thesis, summarizing the main points, and including a closing which connects back to the title/opening.

10
	The conclusion contains all of the elements, but one or more are not as effective.

8.5
	The conclusion  is missing one of the elements.
7.5
	The conclusion is missing two or more of the elements.

6.5

	Adding Personality 
	The writer is obviously writing from his or her genuine experience. The response maintains a clearly personal voice.
10
	The writer seems to be drawing on a genuine experience, but there is some lack of ownership of the topic.

8.5
	The writer relates some of his or her own experience, but it does not add to the discussion of the topic. 

7.5
	The writer has not tried to present the information in a personal way. The ideas and the way they are expressed seem to belong to someone else. 
6.5

	Sentence Structure 
	All sentences are well-constructed with varied structure. 
5
	Most sentences are well-constructed with varied structure. 
4
	Most sentences are well-constructed but have a similar structure. 
3.5
	Sentences lack structure and appear incomplete or rambling. 
3

	Flow & Rhythm 
	All sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud. Each sentence is clear and has an obvious emphasis. 
5
	Almost all sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud, but 1 or 2 are stiff and awkward or difficult to understand. 
4
	Most sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud, but several are stiff and awkward or are difficult to understand. 
3.5
	The sentences are difficult to read aloud because they sound awkward, are distractingly repetitive, or difficult to understand. 

3

	Word Choice 


	Writer uses vivid words and phrases. The choice and placement of the words seem accurate, natural and not forced. 

5
	Writer uses effective words and phrases, but occasionally the words are used inaccurately or seem overdone. 

4
	Writer uses words that communicate clearly, but the writing lacks variety, punch or flair. 

3.5
	Writer uses a limited vocabulary that does not communicate strongly or capture the reader's interest.

3

	Capitalization & Punctuation 
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization or punctuation, so the paper is exceptionally easy to read. 

5
	Writer makes 1 or 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation, but the paper is still easy to read.

4
	Writer makes a few errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow. 

3.5
	Writer makes several errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and greatly interrupt the flow. 
3

	Grammar & Spelling 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

5
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

4
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

3.5
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

3

	Sentence Errors
	All sentences are complete. The writing contains no run-on sentences or sentence fragments.

5
	The writing contains 1 run-on sentence or sentence fragment.

4
	The writing contains 2 run-on sentences or sentence fragments.

3.5
	The writing contains 3 or more run-on sentences or sentence fragments.

3
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