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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

Dr. Seuss made me believe in social justice. As a kid growing up in the small-town South, I thought everybody found social justice in the Bible.

It took years and years of having people look at me like I was nuts to figure out that most of my neighbors and family were reading a different Bible. I was reading food for the hungry, clothing for the naked, freedom for prisoners and peace. They were reading, “We don’t smoke. We don’t chew; and we don’t drink with girls who do.”

Mine was a Bible about creating a kingdom for the poor and the war ravaged. Theirs was a Bible about staying sober, respectable and out of jail.

So I began to poke through my literary past and found Dr. Seuss. Though he was born Theodore Geisel, those of us who climbed the steps above our tiny town hall to the even tinier public library knew the “Green Eggs and Ham” guy as Dr. Seuss.

He told us Hitler was a goof ball, by making fun of a dictator named “Yertle the Turtle.” He taught us about imagination by showing us what he saw on Mulberry Street, but he opened my heart and poured in a vision of justice with his fable about an elephant who can hear the cry of a dying world.

In “Horton Hears A Who,” we learn a number of things. We learn it takes special ears sometimes to hear a civilization crowded on top of a dandelion. But we also learn that if everybody works together, the cry of that civilization for life can be heard.

Like Esther in the Bible, the Whofolk in Whoville are begging the forces of darkness for their lives and the lives of their people. Unlike Esther, they can’t belly dance their way into history. They have to make enough noise to be heard by the monkeys who plan to boil them in oil.

Horton begs the Whofolk to find more voices, get more help, gather from every corner of the Dandelion kingdom enough sound to be heard.

At last it works. They’re heard: and the day is saved. And I believe it can work for the survivors of genocide in Rwanda, for the rebuilding of New Orleans, a city where poor people can have better lives than before. I believe it can happen for death row inmates and for the families of their victims. I believe it can happen for people who take us to war and those who have forgotten how hard it is to be a soldier far from home. For battered women and survivors of child abuse, for gays and lesbians, for people who love freedom everywhere, I believe all can be heard.

My hometown still thinks I’m nuts. Some folks call me dreamy, and a wild-eyed idealist. I go on talking about it with every Who I find, hoping someday to make enough noise and get enough help to save every Who down in Whoville.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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