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· The simple subject of a sentence is the main word in the complete subject. It is always a


noun or a pronoun. The simple subject is not the object of a preposition.



More tornadoes occur in the United States than anywhere else.

· The simple predicate is the complete verb within the complete predicate. The simple


predicate may be a single verb or a main verb and a helping verb.



Some tornadoes produce winds of over 250 miles per hour.



Tornadoes can cause substantial damage to homes and property.

· Both subject and predicate are needed to make the meaning of a sentence clear.

· A sentence fragment is a group of words that is only part of a sentence. It may lack a subject, a predicate, or both.

Identifying Simple Subjects and Predicates

Using your highlighting tool, mark the simple subject and the simple predicate in each sentence. Use a different color for the subject and predicate. Indicate which color you will use with for each part.


Subject color


Predicate color

1. No one thinks twice about flying birds, insects, or bats.

2. Flying lizards are an entirely different matter.

3. The Asian flying dragon has folds of skin stretched over its ribs.

4. The animal can unfold this skin to form “wings.”

5. It soars from tree to tree on these outstretched “wings.”

6. Some squirrel species also have folds of skin between their front and back legs.

7. Observers of flying squirrels have measured glides of 200 feet.

8. Certain fish fling themselves out of the sea with their powerful tails.

9. They glide above the water surface on large, winglike fins.

10. North America has both flying squirrels and flying fish.

11. Everyone knows about swimming fish.

12. Some fish actually “walk” on land, though.

13. Certain catfish crawl from one body of water to another on their tails and side fins.

14. These fish often spend days out of the water.

15. The roaming fish breathe through special air-breathing organs on land.

Revise each word group by adding a complete subject or a complete predicate so that it is a complete sentence. Highlight the simple subject and simple predicate in your solution sentence.

1. this exciting movie



Solution:

2. want to try the shrimp



Solution:

3. a serious discussion



Solution:

4. wanted the answer



Solution:

Write two sentences of your own. Use your highlighting tool to mark the simple subject and the simple predicate. Use the same colors you used for the first part of the exercise.

1.

2.
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