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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

When I was eight my father had the ability to embarrass me in about seven seconds. It wasn’t that he was mean or unattractive. Even as a child, I saw that my father turned heads, both male and female, with his straight posture, twinkling blue-gray eyes, and a certain openness that made him so appealing.

It was precisely that easy friendliness that made me cringe. As shy young girls, my twin sister and I had learned to create our own world and often didn’t need anyone else. Was it because Dad wasn’t a twin that he needed to greet every passing soul? Everyone in church already knew him. But really, did he have to be on this campaign to get to know everyone in town?

“Hi, I’m Al,” he’d say to anyone, smiling his wide smile with a hand out for a warm handshake. “This is my wife, Gladys, and my three girls,” and he’d go down the line introducing us. All with the big smile on his face.

“Put out your hand. Four fingers together. Thumb up a little. Firm. Strong,” he’d instruct. We’d pick up our mail at the post office. As soon as the person next to us had clicked their box closed, Dad was ready. He’d stick out his hand for The Greeting, and we all learned to follow suit. Smile and shake.

It never occurred to me to explore the why of my preadolescent discomfort; I just knew he was like that everywhere. At the corner candy store where he got his cigarettes, at the library, even on the street.

“Jeez Dad, we don’t even know them.”

“Now you do. You may be the only person who says hello to them all day.”

As I got older and my perspective on the world shifted, I saw the reactions to his handshake. Strangers were sometimes slow to shake hands…but they did. Church members welcomed the handshake that became a hug. The hello was often just an opener to “jaw a while.” I learned courtesy, rapport, and how to make friends all with a quick handshake and a smile. The towns he lived in marked the boundaries of my father’s world and his own personal peace mission. But I believe he was one of the best goodwill ambassadors around. And he had fun doing it.

As I got older, the routine came naturally for me. It gave me a way to step away from my own shyness and perhaps dissolve the loneliness of a stranger or newcomer. As a teacher, I made a commitment to personally greet each child within the first ten minutes of class. As a member of social and professional groups, greeting nervous new members or guests, I still hear echoes of “You may be the only person who says hello”.

On my walks in the neighborhood, a “good morning” can lead to a few minutes of jawin’. In seven seconds I can connect with a new friend. Thanks, Dad.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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