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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was: Seven years old. I think that’s when I first started losing my religion.

I went to a Catholic school, and in second grade, we all had to have our first confession. I remember going into our priest’s rectory, which was covered in red velvet–red velvet chairs, a red velvet sofa and deep, red walls–and being terrified.

He was wearing all his vestments and welcomed me in as I, in my blue-plaid Catholic school uniform, climbed up into the giant, red-velvet chair and began speaking, “Forgive me, Father, for I have sinned…”

Only problem, I couldn’t really think of any sins, so, I made some up. I told him I lied to my parents, hit my brother, a slew of sins I didn’t actually commit. When all was said and done, he told me to say a few “Our Fathers” and “Hail Marys” and I went on my way.

It didn’t make sense to me at all. Why did I have to tell this man I didn’t know my “sins” and why would sitting in a pew saying a few prayers absolve me of them?

Years of Catholic school followed, and my mystification only grew. I vividly remember sitting in a religion class as a young girl, raising my hand and asking, “Is this true? Did this really happen?” Even then, I couldn’t grasp a literal interpretation of the Bible.

More confusion came when my parents went through their evangelical Catholic phase. (I know. Who knew?) Every week, they went to “prayer meetings” where people were slain in the spirit and spoke in tongues. Routinely, they laid hands on people in hopes of healing them or casting out demons.

This translated to our home life as well. I distinctly remember being 10 years old and telling my mother I had a headache. What did she do? She laid her hands on me and in “Jesus’ name” cast out the headache demon.

Seriously.

I remember getting HBO when I was little and “The Exorcist” came on. My mother looked right at me and said, “You know, that could really happen.”

Great.

I would lie in bed at night thinking, “Was that my bed shaking? Am I about to be possessed?” I was so scared I slept with my mother or a sibling until I was 14 years old and wanted to sneak out of the house. The desire to actually be in my own bed when my neighbor tapped on my window at 1 a.m. was stronger than my fear of the devil, apparently.

As time went on, the only way to reconcile everything I was told was to deny it all. It seemed so implausible. This, I believe, is why I’m an atheist.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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