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	Criteria
	
	
	
	

	
	Exceeds Expectations 
	Meets Expectations 
	Approaches Expectations
	Falls Below Expectations

	Posture/ Eye Contact
	Stands up straight, looks relaxed and confident. Establishes eye contact with everyone in the room during the presentation
6
	Stands up straight and establishes eye contact with everyone in the room during the presentation.
5
	Stands up straight and establishes eye contact.
4
	Slouches and/ or does not look at people during the presentation
3

	Volume
	Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members throughout the presentation.
6
	Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members at least 90% of the time
5
	Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members at least 80% of the time.
4
	Volume often too soft to be heard by all audience members.
3

	Rate
	Delivery maintains a relaxed; even rate that uses changes in tempo effectively.
5
	Delivery is not rushed. Tempo changes are not used for effect.
4
	Overall delivery rate is uneven and not controlled. Delivery may be rushed in spots which affects clarity.
3
	Delivery is rushed, affects clarity and effectiveness of presentation.
2

	Vocal Pauses
	No vocal pauses (um, like, and-a, uh). Preparation is evident.
5
	Well-rehearsed speech. Only 1-2 vocal pauses.
4
	3-4 vocal pauses. Interrupts flow of speech.
3
	4 or more vocal pauses. Detracts from effectiveness of speech.
2

	Speaks Clearly
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all the time. Articulation and pronunciation are exceptional.
5
	Speaks clearly and distinctly most of the time. Articulation and pronunciation are effective.
4
	Speaks clearly and distinctly most of the time. Articulation and pronunciation adequate.
3
	Often mumbles or cannot be understood. Articulation and pronunciation are lacking.
2

	Preparedness
	Student is completely prepared and has obviously rehearsed.
7
	Student seems pretty prepared but would have benefited from more rehearsal.
6
	The student is somewhat prepared, but it is clear that adequate rehearsals is lacking.
5
	Student does not seem at all prepared to present.
3

	Introduction

(Address the Judge, Jury, Self, Client, Role)
	Student follows the correct procedure for acknowledging the court and introducing self and their role in the case.
5
	Student addresses the court using most of the elements. But one item may not be present.
4 
	Student addresses the court using some of the elements but 2 or 3 are not present.
3
	 Student either fails to address the court or does so in a way that 4 or more elements are missing.
2

	Length-Time
(5 Minute Maximum)
	Presentation does not exceed the 5 minute maximum limit.
7
	Presentation exceeds the maximum limit by 30 seconds.
6
	Presentation exceeds the maximum limit by 60 seconds.
5
	 Presentation exceeds limit by 60+ seconds
4


	Theory of the Case

(Your version)
	Student masterfully weaves a story of their version of the case including important details in a clear convincing way.
12
	Student weaves their story of the events in a convincing manner
10
	Student gives their version of the events but may not be convincing or presented in a less than logical way.
8
	Student does not present a theory of the case or does so in a way that is not logical, confusing, or not based on information provided in the case.
6

	Witness #1

(Who and how it supports the theory)
	Student introduced the witness and masterfully connects their expected testimony with their theory of the case.
8
	Student introduced the witness and adequately connects their testimony with their theory of  the case
7
	Student introduced the witness but may not successfully connect their testimony to the theory of the case
6
	Student fails to introduce the witness or does so without connecting their testimony with the theory of the case.
5

	Witness #2

(Who and how it supports the theory)
	Student introduced the witness and connects their expected testimony with their theory of the case.
8
	Student introduced the witness and adequately connects their testimony with their theory of  the case
7
	Student introduced the witness but may not successfully connect their testimony to the theory of the case
6
	Student fails to introduce the witness or does so without connecting their testimony with the theory of the case.
5

	Witness #3
(Who and how it supports the theory)
	Student introduced the witness and connects their expected testimony with their theory of the case.
8
	Student introduced the witness and adequately connects their testimony with their theory of  the case
7
	Student introduced the witness but may not successfully connect their testimony to the theory of the case
6
	Student fails to introduce the witness or does so without connecting their testimony with the theory of the case.
5

	Burden of Proof

(What it is, who has it, how I’ve reached it)
	Student explains the burden of proof, identifies their responsibility and explains how they have accomplished this.
5
	Student identifies the burden of proof and adequately explains their responsibility and adequately identifies how they have accomplished this
4
	Student mentions the burden of proof but does not identify their responsibility or does so in a way that may create confusion or does not indicate how they have accomplished this.
3
	Student fails to identify the burden of proof or is incorrect in explaining the responsibility. Fails to make any support for having achieved this.
2

	Charge to the Jury

(Way I want you to decide)
	Student instructs the jury on the desired outcome in a passionate and well-reasoned way.
5
	Student instructs the jury on the desired outcome with some enthusiasm
4
	Student instructs jury of desired income but does so with little to no passion or enthusiasm.
3
	Student does not instruct the jury on the desired outcome
2

	Evidence of Persuasion
(Create a story, stick to the story, support the story) 
	Student maintains a clear position. Opposing view mentioned and then refuted.
8
	Student maintains a clear position. Opposing view not mentioned or mentioned but not well refuted.
7
	Student moves from one side to the other never maintain a solid position.
6
	Student does not adopt any particular view or side. Audience is unable to determine the point of their presentation.
5
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