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	What Direct Examination Questions Should and Shouldn’t Do
· Questions must be non-leading (ex. Contains or suggest its own answer)

· Questions should be non-narrative (ex. Tell us everything you did that day) 

· Build the credibility of the witness (ex. Present your witness as trustworthy and knowledgeable)

· Ask the questions in chronological order (ex. What happened first? What happened next? etc.)

· Questions should be based on sensory observations (Saw, Heard, Touched, Smelled, Tasted , Did)
· Questions should seek to answer: Who, What, When, Where, How, and Possibly Why
· One question for each piece of information (don’t ask multi-part questions, just ask another question)
· Questions must not ask a witness for their opinion (exception if witness can be classified as an expert)

· Establish a time frame or duration in a contextual way
· NEVER ASK A QUESTION YOU DO NOT KNOW THE ANSWER TO!



EXAMPLES
	Where did you go that day?
	Were you in an accident?
	Were you able to get a look at the person?

	What happened after that?
	Were you in pain after the accident?
	How tall was he?

	Tell us who was there.
	Please describe how you felt.
	How much time did it take?

	What else happened?
	Where else did you hurt?
	When did the truck become visible?

	Describe where you were.
	How has this affected your life?
	What was the first action you took?


Student Austin Tayshus


Detective Joe Friday

Coroner Dee Muir
	WITNESS


	KEY POINT/ FACT

(What is it that you want the judge or jury to hear/ know?)
	QUESTION

(How are you going to ask it?)
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