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Complete the following outline of the short story elements.

Reader Response: Write 3-4 sentences expressing your response / reaction to the story:
Plot Structure:

· Exposition (introduction



Establishes the setting, main characters, and basic conflict



People begin to assemble for the lottery
· Complication (rising action): 



Develops the basic conflict



Mr. Summers prepares the black box for the lotters



Tess Hutchinson arrives late



Representatives from each family draw a slip from the lottery box.

· Climax: 



It is revealed that Tess Hutchinson has drawn the slip with the black dot.
· Falling action: 



The villagers collect stones
· Conclusion (Resolution, Denouement): 


All the villages, included Tess's children and husband, descend upon her and stone her 

to death.
Conflict:

· Person vs. person: 



people who want to end the tradition vs. people who what to continue it
· Person vs. Nature: 



none
· Person vs. Self: 



none
· Person vs. Society: 



people vs the tradition
Character: Describe the characteristics of the main characters in 1-2 informative sentences. 

· Character 1: 



Tess Hutchinson: arrives late, “forgets” the date, seems unconcerned, protests the the 

lottery isn't fair, “winner” of the lottery, stoned to death
· Character 2: 



Mr. Summers: conducts the lottery
· Character 3: 
Mr. Graves: assists Mr. Summers
Foreshadowing:  Foreshadowing is the use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in literature.
· Example of Foreshadowing in the story:


Children begin to pocket stones
Allusion: Allusion is a brief reference to a person, event, or place, real or fictitious, or to a work of art. Casual reference to a famous historical or literary figure or event. An allusion may be drawn from history, geography, literature, or religion.

· Example of Allusion in the story:


none
Setting

· Place/Where: small, nondescript town (could be anywhere)
· Time/When: morning of June 27th (no year – could be any time)
· Weather Conditions: clear morning / pleasant summer day
· Social Conditions: town follows an age-old tradition
· Mood or atmosphere: anticipation of the lottery – special occasion
Theme: Identify the topic of the story – what is the story about? Next, express a possible theme of the story – what point does the story make about the topic? Finally, in 2-3 sentences, explain why the story develops this theme.

· The topic of the story: Tradition
· One possible theme of the story is: Outdated traditions should be rejected
· The story develops the theme because: The tradition of the lottery results in the brutal stoning of a member of the village. 
Point of View: 1st person, 3rd person limited, 3rd person Omniscient. List the point of view that is reflective of the story you read, and write a sentence explaining why this is the best choice.

· The point of view of this story is: 3rd person omniscient
· This is the point of view because: A voice outside the story tells the story; the actions and thoughts of more than one character are followed.
Symbol: the black box represents the lottery and its tradition

Irony

· Verbal: none
· Dramatic: none
· Situational: The title – a lottery is usually associated with a positive outcome / the ending (stoning) is not what was expected.
General Notes for the Story: Use the space below to write any notes or ideas that you believe might be important.
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