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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe that our best moments as individuals and as a nation occur when we operate out of a sense of hope and faith rather than hate and fear.

During the summer of 1971, I was at my parents’ home in Corning, New York, anticipating the start of my freshman year at Northwestern University. The office of student housing had matched me with a roommate from Tallahassee. Without Facebook, MySpace or email, Vicky and I got to know each other the old-fashioned way – by exchanging letters through the U.S. mail. For our dorm room, we agreed to order matching burnt-orange corduroy bed spreads and pillow shams from the Sears catalog, and Vicky’s Mom sprung for the coordinating curtains. I could hardly wait to set up our room. But I soon learned that not everyone was thrilled with the idea.

A few weeks before the fall semester started, I received a phone call from the university’s black student organization, For Members Only (FMO). The FMO rep asked if I realized that my assigned roommate was white, and in a reassuring voice, quickly offered to arrange for a black roommate. I thanked him for the information, but said no thanks to a color-coordinated roommate, half-seriously citing the matching bed linens that we had ordered.

Even in the absence of the bedclothes, I would have rejected the assumption that there was something inherently scary about having a white roommate. I had faith and hope that, despite the differences in our skin colors, regions and accents, Vicky and I would find a way to live together in harmony. And we did. In fact, we recently reconnected through LinkedIn. I’m glad that I didn’t let assumptions based on fear and hate keep me from that experience.

Hate and fear have accounted for the worst moments in our national history – including the brutal murders of Emmett Till and Matthew Shepard, Japanese-American internment during WWII, and the excesses of Gitmo today. Likewise, our best moments have grown out of hope and faith. Hope and faith inspire immigrants to leave the familiar behind to come to these shores. Hope and faith led the pioneers westward. Hope and faith fuel the civil, women’s and gay rights movements. And hope and faith have enabled people of every creed and color to embrace Barack Obama’s historic presidential campaign and its promise that we can move beyond our differences and come together in unity to solve the problems facing our nation and the world.

Our national motto — E pluribus unum – is the ultimate expression of hope and faith. It proclaims the audacious vision of people from all over the world coming together as one nation – as us, not us and them. For those who truly believe in the promise and pluralistic power of America, the prospect of a president – or a roommate, next-door neighbor or boss – who doesn’t share your ethnicity isn’t frightening. It’s the fulfillment of our Founding Fathers’ vision.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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