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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

Thirty-one years ago, my brother Clive, aged 19, killed himself. He reached onto the shelf in my parents’ closet, uncovered the handgun Dad kept for protection, and shot himself through the temple. The bullet shredded his brain then shattered the window; glass rained over the carpet and on his fallen body. I was 16, home at the time. So much about that night, I cannot trust to memory. I know these things: My friend, Sara, was spending the night; we were baby-sitting my youngest brother, Robert. Perhaps 10 pm, and Robert slept in his crib. Sara and I lay on my bed, talking in our uncomplicated way. The last time I saw Clive alive, he was on the phone downstairs. Then, a crash, glass breaking. Sara and I rushed across the hall to check on Robert. Had that huge peacock tapestry fallen off the wall? He stood in his crib, wide-awake and smiling, so we took him into my room, let him snuggle between us. Our job was to watch Robert, and we did that part well. The tapestry on the wall. The crash? We didn’t we explore further. Why didn’t I peer into my parents’ room? Clive died on my watch. I dumped Sara after that night. I don’t think I even spoke to her at Clive’s funeral, where the minister spoke of turning tragedy into triumph. My family turned tragedy into silence.

This week, Sara called. She’d be in Chicago to settle her daughter into college at Northwestern. Could she visit me? For days before Sara’s arrival, I felt something stirring. I needed to say something, but what? On Sunday, as she pulled up to my house, I felt inarticulate and vulnerable; sixteen and shell-shocked all over again. Sara, of course, is not the girl I remember. At 47, she is an attractive, well-spoken woman, still kind to her core. We sit on my porch, drink tea and catch up. She meets my partner, my kids. Finally, I find the courage to say something.

You were there that night.

Yes.

I pushed you away.

Oh, Julie, it was obvious. I reminded you of it all. You had to lose me, too.

Until today, I didn’t know that; I didn’t know how far my 16-year-old self would go to protect me against memories of that night, that chaos, the gaping hole the bullet tore through our family. I am so sorry, Sara.

Recently, a 19-year-old girl in my neighborhood killed herself. She has a brother who is sixteen; he was home at the time. I pray for the family. My own family rarely talked about Clive’s suicide; silence seemed easier than grieving. I believe that healing requires me to speak of my grief, to let the wound re-open and bleed again, even years later. I believe that while grief evolves, it never ends. It still surprises me, sometimes, like this week: An old friend, a mutual risk, and, for both of us, a new layer of healing.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
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