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20.1 Gerunds and Gerund Phrases (Gerunds; Verb,
Participle, or Gerund?) • Practice 1

Gerunds A gerund is a form of a verb that acts as a noun.

GERUNDS

Subject: Jogging is a popular exercise.
Direct Object: That device makes driving safer.
Indirect Object: Ellen gives studying her undivided attention.
Predicate Nominative: Quentin’s first love is swimming.
Object of a Preposition: The guests grew tired of waiting.
Appositive: Kathy is dedicated to her profession, teaching.

Verb, Participle or Gerund? Words ending in -ing that act as nouns are gerunds. They do not show
an action, nor do they act as adjectives.

Verb Participle Gerund

Dad is cooking fish. He enjoys cooking.He took cooking lessons.

Exercise 1 Recognizing Gerunds. Underline the gerund in each sentence. Then identify the
use of each gerund, using one of these labels: S (subject), DO (direct object), IO (indirect object), PN

(predicate nominative), OP (object of a preposition), or APP (appositive).

EXAMPLE: Mrs. Hill thanked us for helping. OP

1. Fishing can be a relaxing pastime.

2. On rainy days, Andrew enjoys coloring.

3. Erica is afraid of flying.

4. Losing is never a happy experience.

5. The teacher accused Gail of cheating.

6. We looked forward to the main event, bowling.

7. Pruning is important to the health of trees and shrubs.

8. Les’s favorite sport, skiing, is an expensive interest.

9. Marge gives training six hours a day.

10. Hank has shown no aptitude for drawing.

Exercise 2 Recognizing Verbs, Participles, and Gerunds. Write V, P, or G to indicate whether
the underlined word in each sentence is a verb, a participle, or a gerund.

EXAMPLE: The team is hoping for a win. V

1. Ed never stopped hoping.

2. The gravy needs stirring.

3. Cal gave a stirring speech.

4. I was stirring the stew.

5. I have been shopping for new shoes.

6. Bruno hates shopping.

7. The shopping trip lasted all day.

8. Everyone was singing daily.

9. Jo practices singing daily.

10. Her singing teacher gives her great encouragement.
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