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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe that life is full of unknowns: surprises, opportunities, and adventures. Because of this, I believe in waiting to judge an experience until it has actually happened.

I’ve lived in the same town since I was five-years-old. I enjoyed my somewhat non-traditional elementary/middle school years: going from parochial school to homeschooling, then back to parochial school. I now attend the only public high school in my town and can say that I have really grown to love it: music, sports, taking the “right” classes, I have gone the traditional route, made some great friends, and I would not give up the last year and a half. However, the traditional route is about to get turned on its ear.

Starting next week, I’ll be attending a semester-long boarding school followed by a year in Mexico as an exchange student. It has thrown a lot of my friends in this small-town-Wisconsin school for a loop, as moving day draws closer, I constantly hear: “Aren’t you nervous?” “Won’t you be scared?” And facial expressions tell me what they’re thinking: “How on earth do you think you’re going to survive without your family and friends? Are you crazy or something?” I can honestly say: I have no idea.

I don’t know if I should be scared out of my mind right now. I don’t know if I will quickly begin to flounder, and want to run crying back to safety. I don’t know how many friends I will make. I don’t know if this will be the most challenging thing I’ve ever done. I don’t know if this will be the best thing I’ve ever done. For all I know, this could be the most incredible experience of my life. I don’t know.

But that’s the beauty of it. I don’t think I’m supposed to understand anything ahead of time. Life isn’t a test, there are no right answers. If we all knew what was coming around every corner, there would be no adventure. If we all knew what we are supposed to be doing, and how to do it, there would be no creativity.

I believe that the unknown is thrilling and beautiful, and also terrifying. I plan on working hard. I hope it will be a beneficial experience. I want to have a great time. But there is no way for me to know anything until I’m actually there, and that’s okay. I can’t judge an experience until it has happened. My life up until this point has been full of love and support, now it’s time for me to see if I can make it around the next bend, solo. But for now, I’m going to soak up my family and friends, after all- life in two weeks is just another unknown.

The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
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