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You will need to carefully read the selection below and complete various activities using the essay as your basis.

Using the highlight function on your computer, you will need to mark the essay below. It will be necessary for you to read the essay several times to fully understand the essay and complete the markings in such a way that demonstrates a close reading of the essay. You will need to use the following chart to correctly mark the essay.

	Highlight Color
	Item to be identified
	Use an X to indicate you have accomplished this task. Use NA if this task did not apply to this essay.

	PINK
	Mark the main idea of the essay.
	

	AQUA
	Mark key examples/ support for the main idea/ theme of the essay.
	

	GREEN
	Mark statements that you agree with .
	

	YELLOW
	Mark statements that are new to you or make you think in a new way.
	

	RED
	Mark statements in the essay that you disagree with.
	

	GRAY
	Mark terms/ concepts that you found difficult to understand.
	


The time I began reading and marking this assignment was:

I believe in the car radio. Not in its existence, clearly, but in its ability to transform one’s mood in just the length of a drive.

This realization came to me a few weeks ago while I was driving back from work at the boathouse. I’m a coxswain for corporate rowing teams and practice had been a disaster. The boat was offset, the crew was grouchy and whiny, and I was freezing. However, after the first few minutes of the car ride home, consisting mostly of me grumbling and swearing under my breath, “Blinded by the Light” by Manfred Mann’s Earth Band came on the radio. Immediately, a smile took over the horrid mood practice had put me in, and I cranked the volume, belted the words I knew, and air-guitared the hell out of it at every stoplight. While this song isn’t anywhere close to musical genius, what made it brighten my mood so suddenly was the very simple memory I will forever associate with it.

This memory took place when I was a freshman in high school, the time in your life when you want to curl up and disappear into independent adulthood any time your parents open their mouths. My mom was giving a few of my friends and me a ride home and “Blinded by the Light” began to play. My mom started singing along quite loudly, an already humiliating act. Then she proceeded to jump from humiliating to mortifying in 2.5 seconds. After singing the line “Blinded by the light/revved up like a deuce/another runner in the night,” she felt the need to pose the following question to the group of six fourteen-year-olds in the backseat of her van: “Do you guys think they’re saying ‘deuce’ or ‘douche’?” But no matter how red my face was and how destroyed I believed my social life to be at the time, Mom and I have had some great laughs about it since then.

However pointless and silly that story may seem today, it still makes me smile and with every listen of that song comes that smile. This simple drive home made me realize how important those little memories are. “Shimmy Low” by The Clarks reminds me of my first concert where my aunt loudly requested the song, knowing it was my favorite and that I’d never have the guts to do so myself. The memory of driving around Pittsburgh the night my best friend got her driver’s license will always come to mind whenever a DJ picks “Unwritten” by Natasha Bedingfield.

Whichever radio station you choose gives you the randomness of songs, and with it the randomness of memories. Every three to four minutes contains a new opportunity to have a bad or mediocre mood magically transformed into a contagious smile. While so many things can ruin a day, it only takes something as simple as a car radio to make all the bad seem as though it never happened. This I believe.

	Your response should be self-contained. When someone reads your responses, they should be able to tell which question you are responding to.

In marking the essay you should be clear in what idea and item you are reacting to. The markings should indicate a close and personal reading of the essay. Excessive markings or lack of markings may indicate a failure to have closely read and comprehended the essay.
	

	Based on your reading and marking of the essay identify the main idea of the essay as well as support including direct quotations and evidence from the essay. Your response should be limited to no more than one (1) well written and adequately edited paragraph.


	

	Using at least two (2) of the writing prompts below and in no more than three (3) well written and adequately edited paragraphs create a response to the essay:

· The part (s) of the essay I agreed with were

· The part (s) of the essay I disagreed with were

· This essay reminded me of/ made me think of

· This essay made me think in a new way

· This essay was similar to another essay
	

	What question (s) would you like to ask the author of this essay? Explain your reasoning for wanting to have the answer to this question.
	

	Having now read this essay I…


	

	Presenters Only: You will need to have three (3) questions that you would like to present to your classmates during your seminar.
	


The time I completed reading and marking this assignment was:
Shepard Academy Socratic Seminar


Name: Abby Dickinson


Title: I Believe in the Car Radio


Author: Molly Walter


# Due Date: week 13


Presenter: 








