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Distinguishing Independent and Subordinate Clauses

Below the sentence, identify the underlined words as an independent or subordinate clause (1 pt each)

1. After Anthony worked all summer as a waiter, he bought a car. 


Subordinate
2. Since Cleo moved to New York six months ago, she has had three jobs. 



 Independent
3. There were no newspapers in America until one was published in Boston in 1690.



 Independent
4. Climbing the stairs to the top of the Washington Monument requires endurance.



Subordinate
Distinguishing Subordinate Clauses

Highlight the subordinate clause in each sentence. Then, below the sentence, classify the type of subordinate clause (adjective, adverb, or noun). (2 pts each)

5.   Because mastering computer technology is one of the biggest challenges, schools must include

      computer training in the curriculum.



Adverb
6.   My grandmother, who is a former dancer, advised my sister and me in improvisational dance.



Adjective
7.   My politician grandfather often brags that he could “wheedle a vote out of an opponent.”


Noun
8.   Are you aware of the underlying political philosophy that this newspaper editor supports?



 Adjective
Identifying Adjective Clauses and their function

Highlight the adjective clause in each sentence and highlight the word or words which the clause modifies. (2 points each)

9.   Susan is a girl who always tries to focus on the positive aspects of a difficult situation.

10. The field where I used to play soccer is now a shopping mall.

11.  Kelly, whose poem was published, was asked to recite it during graduation.

12. Henry found it difficult to think of a time when cars didn’t exist.

Identifying Adverb Clauses and their function

Highlight the adverb clause in each sentence below and highlight the word or words which the clause modifies. (2 points each)

13.   When you return from your trip, show us your pictures.

14.   You should be at the airport by noon unless someone notifies you.

15.   Don’t run the water any longer than you must.

16.   We had a water fight after we washed the car.

Identifying Noun Clauses and their function

Highlight the noun clause in each sentence below and identify the noun function of the clause: S, DO, IO, SC, OP, Appositive. (2 points each)

17. I have always believed that people like to laugh.


DO
18. What you decide to do is completely up to you.


S


19. My parents are very impressed by what I know about computers.


OP


20. I have forgotten where I left my keys.


DO

Writing Sentences Using Independent Clauses
Revise each sentence by adding an independent clause to each subordinated clause to express a complete thought. (2 points each)

21. when I graduate from high school [Think . . what will I do]
Complete Sentence: When I graduate from high school, I will attend college.
22. whose netbook was lost  [Think . . . who lost a netbook? a noun that this clause can describe]
Complete Sentence: The freshman, whose netbook was lost, was sent to Mr. DeMoss.
23. until Mark moved to Chicago [Think . . . what hadn’t Mark, done, seen, known?]
Complete Sentence: Mark had never seen a skyscraper until he moved to Chicago.
24. whoever would listen 
Complete Sentence: We told whoever would listen to leave the building.
Writing Sentences Using Adjective Clauses
Revise each of the sentences below by adding an adjective clause. Highlight the adjective clause you add. (3 points each)

25.  The baseball pitcher was elated. [Choose a noun in the sentence to tell more about.]
Revised Sentence: The baseball pitcher, who threw left-handed, was elated.
26.   Fran must fix a flat tire on the bicycle.

Revised Sentence: 

Fran, who works at the bike shop, must fix a flat tire on the bicycle
Fran must fix a flat tire on the bicycle that is red.
27. The bus departed from the station at noon.

Revised Sentence: The bus that was late departed from the station at noon.
Writing Sentences Using Adverb Clauses
Revise each of the sentences below by adding an adverb clause. Highlight the adverb clause you add. (3 points each)

28.  Classes were canceled today. [Why were classes cancelled? When were they cancelled?]
       Because the weather was bad, classes were cancelled today.

       Classes were cancelled today, after the announcement was made.       


29.   Frank started medical training. [When did he start training? Why did he start training?]
        After he graduated high school. Frank started medical training.
        Frank started medical training, because he wanted to become an EMT.
30.   I will eat lunch. [When will you eat? Why will you eat? Under what condition will you eat?]
        When I get home, I will eat lunch.
        I will eat lunch, since I am very hungry.
        If the cafeteria is serving tacos, I will eat lunch.

Writing Sentences Noun Clauses
Revise each of the sentences below by adding a noun clause. Highlight the noun clause you add. Label the function of the noun clause in each sentence. (3 points each)

31. The letter carrier will deliver - - - - . [What will the carrier deliver?- Direct object]
Revised Sentence: The letter carrier will deliver whatever is in his bag.
32. Mr. Hillock explained - - - - . [What did Mr. Hillock explain? Direct object]
Revised Sentence: Mr. Hillock explained what we needed to know for the test.
33. - - - - should switch off the lights. [Who should switch off the lights? Subject]
Revised Sentence: Whoever is the last to leave should switch off the lights.
Combining Sentences with Subordinate Clauses
Combine the pairs of sentences using a subordinate clause. Highlight the clause you created and identify the type of clause you used (4 pts each).

34. The defendant suddenly confessed. He had forged the checks.

Combined Sentence: The defendant suddenly confessed that he had forged the checks.
35.   My sister is graduating this year. She has decided to become a middle school teacher.

Combined Sentence: My sister, who graduated this year, has decided to become a middle school teacher.
36.   Diane wants to live somewhere. The sun shines every day there.
Combined Sentence: Diane wants to live where the sun shines every day.
37. Ann ate an apple. She studied her vocabulary.

Combined Sentence: Ann ate an apple while she studied her vocabulary.
38.  Wilson enjoyed the film. He saw the film last night.

Combined Sentence: Wilson enjoyed the film that he saw last night.
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