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	CATEGORY 
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets   Expectations 
	Approaches Expectations
	Falls Below Expectations

	MLA Format
	
	Paper follows all elements of MLA format: stacked heading, double-spacing, margins, consistent fonts
5
	Paper missing one element.

3.75
	Paper missing two elements

3.25

	Title  


	Title is original and piques reader's interest. After reading the analysis it is clear where the title came from.
5
	Title is original. After reading the analysis it is not as clear where the title came from.

4.25
	Title is not original. It is the title of the play or the assignment. 

3.75
	There is not title. 

0

	Introduction  
	The introduction is engaging, includes an effective summary of the play, and leads to the thesis statement. 

5
	The introduction has a definite opening and summary of the play but is not as effective.

4.25
	The introduction lacks an engaging opening or a summary of the play.
3.75
	The introduction lacks both an engaging opening and a summary of the events of the play.

3.25

	Thesis 
	Thesis includes title and author as well as focus and purpose of the analysis. All elements are clear and effective. 
5
	Thesis includes all elements but is not particularly effective. 

4.25
	Thesis is lacking one of more of the elements. 

3.75
	There is no clear thesis stating the focus and purpose of the analysis. 

0

	Topic Sentences 
	All body paragraphs begin with a clear topic sentence that effectively ties the paragraph to the thesis statement. 
10
	All body paragraphs begin with a topic sentence that ties the paragraph to the thesis. 

8.5
	One body paragraph does not begin with a topic sentence that ties the paragraph to the thesis. 

7.5
	Two or more body paragraphs do not begin with a topic sentence that ties the paragraph to the thesis. 

6.5

	Overall Relevant Support 
	Relevant, telling, quality details give the reader important information that supports the thesis. 

15-14
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but one portion of the thesis is unsupported. 

13-12
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but several key portions of the thesis lack sufficient support.

11 
	Supporting details and information are typically unclear or not related to the thesis. 

10-9

	Use of Direct Evidence 
	Integration of directly quoted evidence is substantial and effective. Direct quotations are integrated into the analysis smoothly and effectively.
10-9 
	Use of directly quoted evidence is sufficient. Integration may not be as effective. 

8.5
	Use of directly quoted evidence is adequate. More is needed. Integration may not be as effective. 

7.5
	Use of direct evidence is inadequate or ineffective. 

6.5
Direct evidence is not used.

0

	Citing of Direct

Evidence
	All direct evidence is cited using the correct form.

5
	All direct evidence is cited. Form of citations has one error.

4.25
	Most direct evidence. Form of citations may have errors.

3.75
	Direct evidence is not cited.

0

	Organization of Ideas 
	Details are placed in a logical order and paragraphing effectively keeps the interest of the reader and supports the thesis. 

5
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the paragraphing sometimes makes the writing less effective in its support of the thesis. 

4.25
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order which supports the thesis, and this distracts the reader.

3.75 
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order which supports the thesis. There is little sense that the writing is organized. 

3.25

	Transitions 
	A variety of thoughtful transitions are used. They clearly show how ideas are connected within and between paragraphs. 
5
	Transitions clearly show how ideas are connected within and between paragraphs, but there is little variety. 

4.25
	Some transitions work well; but connections between other ideas are fuzzy.

3.75 
	The transitions between ideas are unclear or 

nonexistent. 

3.25

	Conclusion 
	The conclusion restates the thesis, summarizes main points and provides an effective closing which ties back to the title and/or opening. All parts of the conclusion are clear and effective.

5 
	The conclusion is recognizable. All elements are present, but one or more are not as effective. 

4.25
	The conclusion is recognizable, but lacks one fo the elements. 

3.75
	There is no clear conclusion, the paper just ends. 

0

	Capitalization & Punctuation 
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization or punctuation, so the paper is exceptionally easy to read. 

5
	Writer makes 1 or 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation, but the paper is still easy to read. 

4.25
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow. 

3.75
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and greatly interrupt the flow. 

3.25

	Grammar & Spelling 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

5
	Writer makes 1 or 2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

4.25
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

3.75
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

3.25

	Sentence Errors 
	Writing contains no sentence fragments or run-on sentences. 

10
	
	Writing contains 1 sentence fragment or run-on sentence.

7.5
	Writing contains 3 or more sentence fragments or run-on sentences.

6.5

	Academic Voice
	The writer maintains a 3rd person, academic voice throughout the paper. 1st and 2nd person pronouns are not used unless part of a direct quotation.

5
	The writer attempts to maintain a 3rd person, academic voice, but 1st and/or 2nd person pronouns are used unnecessarily in one or two places.

4.25
	The writer struggles to maintain a 3rd person, academic voice. 1st and 2nd person pronouns are used frequently.

3.75
	The writer does not maintain a 3rd person, academic voice. 1st and 2nd person pronouns are used throughout the writing.

3.25
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